
 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

A huge welcome back to school. I hope that the holiday break was enjoyable and accident free. The school year 

has commenced well and the kids and parents seem pretty happy. My one aim in life is to make you all happy!!!! 

I would, on your behalf like to welcome all of the St Andrew’s staff back to the 2020 school year, but in particular 

to our new members of staff who have joined the ranks this year. Welcome to: 

 

Erin Wearing working in Year 3 and comes to us from the town of Gatton 
 

Carlie Jackson also in Year 3 and is on loan to us from the catholic school in Aspley 
 

Sheridan Turner who is working in the Years Four, Five and Six as a literacy intervention school officer and has 

recently worked in the Learning Dept of the Kelvin Grove College. 

 

In addition to these great staff members joining the St Andrew’s family this year, there are also many great new 

families that have joined the “older” great families to make up the St Andrews great school family this year. We 

warmly welcome these families and know that their time at St Andrew’s will be an enjoyable and rewarding one 

for them and their children.  

 

Talking of Year Three!! I would like to offer a huge congratulations and thank you to Vera Design and 

Construct for the magnificent job they have done on the newly refurbed “C” Block which presently houses the 

Year Three learning groups. Gil, Chris, Julius, and Jimmy certainly went above and beyond in their efforts to have 

the building ready for the kids on day one of school. Their expertise, understanding and professionalism are 

appreciated by the entire St Andrew’s school family. All parents are more than welcome to take their own tour of 

the rooms during non-learning times. Just walk in and marvel!! 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind all families about the Parent Teacher Evening (PIE) that is set down 

to take place on next Wednesday the 12th  of February, commencing at 6.30pm in the hall section of the Nicola 

McGovern Centre. This is a very important occasion for all families to attend as a great deal of information is 

distributed on this night both from the teachers and also from myself. I look forward to seeing you all there on this 

occasion. Please keep in mind that this night is a general information night and not one to question the teaching 

team about your own child. 

 

In the next couple of newsletters, I will endeavour to explain a few of the sayings etc that are used here at school 

and may not be used in any other school/place in the world! In other words, these sayings or happenings are 

unique to St Andrews and lay a strong foundation for the excellent culture that permeates your school. 

 

ZOOTIES is a word used as a greeting, particularly at each school gathering during the week in the Big Shed. 

The word zooties comes from a lady by the name of Amanda Gore who spoke to our staff a couple of years ago 

about the GOSPEL OF JOY. When we use this word and offer zooties to others, we are saying that we wish them 

all the good things that are in our heart and that their day is one of enjoyment, peace and happiness. So……zooties 

to you!! 

 

2020 SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – TERM ONE, WEEK TWO 



 

Finally, by now you would have heard that our theme for the year is “TOGETHER WE ARE BETTER”. 

This is a fantastic theme and has the connotation of having high expectations of ourselves to become the best 

person that we can be and recognise the great relational qualities in all that we undertake, both personally and 

professionally. The challenge is always to move from good to great by recognising the heroic MJR qualities that 

are in all of us and help us to be a better version of ourselves. The quote outlined below I believe, echoes our 

theme to a tee. Our story, our culture, our story of foundation should always be challenged so that we are making 

sure that we are always being true, in the best way possible, to these things that make up our story. 
 

 
I hope your week has been a good one and continues in that vein. Just do your job and look for the heroic qualities 

within. 
 

Zooties 

John 
 

BETTER TOGETHER, WITH JEN KOWALENKO… 
 

Better together thought... 

 
 

Welcome Back 

 

Welcome back to 2020. It has been so wonderful to see everyone back and into the swing of things. A huge 

welcome to all our new families this year, we can't wait for you to experience being part of the St Andrew’s 

Community. 

 

Speaking of welcomes, a reminder our Opening Mass is on Wednesday the 12th Feb at 9:00. We would love as 

many parents as possible to be there and join us in celebrating our first Eucharist together. It’s a great chance to 

catch up with old friends, and new, following the holidays. 

 

All Mass and Liturgy dates can be found on the school calendar, once they have been run past Father Nigel. 

 



 

Jen's Prayer Share 

 
Let’s be grateful for the rain, grateful for our beautiful school community, grateful for a wonderful start to the 

year........ 

 

Lord, 

 

Let me wake up every morning and be thankful for the wonderful life you have given me. 

Help me to see the good in things, in everything and everyone. 

Help me to be happy with who I am. 

Guide me in the way that I get to show the world my gifts. 

I thank you for my health, love, abilities, friends, family and school community. 

Today/tonight I am especially grateful for ___________________ 

 

Amen 

 

Samford Mass 

 
Once a term, St Andrew's leads the Children's Mass at Samford Parish. 

 

Our first Mass is on February 23rd at 8:00am. It’s a great opportunity for the children to celebrate Mass with 

friends from school and also for families to catch up for a cuppa afterwards. 

 

If you have a child who will be able to attend the Mass, can you let me know and I will happily give them a 

reading or a job to do. You can email me on jkowalenko@bne.catholic.edu.au - all school parish Masses are on 

the calendar. 

 

Hearts Aflame for Bushfires - Free Dress Day 

 

 
 

Brisbane Catholic Education's director Pam Betts sent an email to all BCE staff recently sharing her personal 

sentiments in regard to the bushfires. 
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"Our prayers are with the people who have suffered and for the emergency services personal who have worked 

tirelessly to help them. Our prayers remain with those who have tragically lost their lives during these catastrophic 

fires. Witnessing the response to the bushfires by those who provide support in so many ways to these 

communities is an incredible lesson in the power of humanity and gives us all hope for the future. " 

 

In response to the bushfires, all BCE schools will engage in fundraisers on February 14th.We will have a FREE 

DRESS DAY on Friday 14th. Please bring a gold coin donation. Reminder students must have a broad brim hat 

(school hat is fine) and covered shoulders, no singlets in order to follow our sun-safe policy and covered shoes. 

 

Volunteers for Masses and Liturgies 

 
We love to involve as many people from our school family as possible in our Masses, Liturgies and special events. 

If there are any parents out there who have particular talents such as playing an instrument, or sing, humble though 

you may be, could you please make yourself known to me? You can even “dob in” a friend if you know they are 

talented but not willing to step forward. The students really love seeing mums and dads playing and singing in 

their celebrations, remember "together we are better”. 

 
 

FROM THE AP’S DESK… 
 

Welcome to 2020 

 
It didn’t seem that long ago that 2020 felt so far away and yet here we are out of the teens. Welcome back to the 

new year, I hope the break was a rejuvenating one for families. In general, the children seem happy to be back at 

school and ready to begin their new routines.  

 

Parent Information Evening (PIE) 

 
Next Wednesday 12th February we will be holding the annual PIE. We will begin at 6:30pm in the Nicola 

McGovern Centre with an address by our Principal John Leyden. Parents will then be invited to visit class learning 

spaces to listen to the teacher’s messages from 7:00-7:30pm with a second session running form 7:35-8:05pm. 

Drinks and nibbles will be provided by the Community Association for parents from 7:35pm till 9:00pm. This is a 

great opportunity to develop relationships with other parents and display the “W” in WESTIE as we welcome new 

families. 

 



 

Pick-up Zone 

 
 

Just a reminder that it is very useful to have your family name on the visor of your car when picking up your 

children through the pick-up zone. This assists the staff so they can call for your child/ren more quickly in order to 

be more efficient. 

 

Code of Conduct for Volunteers 

 
 

At the start of each new year we remind parents/guardians of the need to complete the Code of Conduct for 

Volunteers online training. The online course is mandatory if you wish to be help in the learning spaces, attend 

excursions as a parent helper, volunteer in the tuckshop or assist in supervising at a Gala Sports Days. You can 

access this course by clicking here. 

 

Looking ahead… 

 

 
 

 Swimming begins for Year 1-6 next week 

 Whole School Opening Mass – Wednesday 12th February 9:00am 

 Bushfire Fundraiser – Free Dress Day – Friday 14th February 

 Swimming Carnival Year 3-6 Tuesday 3rd March 

 NAPLAN Practice Test (Year 3&5) – Monday 23rd March 

 School Photos – Tuesday 31st March 

 



LEARNING LOWDOWN WITH THE PLL… 
 

2020 will be another year of exciting learning at St Andrew’s!  

 

Our school SMART goal this year continues in Reading and Writing – to ensure ALL students think critically 

about what they read and write.  This builds on the good work we’ve been doing in literacy over the last few years, 

and supports our system focus on deep learning.  This year we also have a developing focus on Mathematics, with 

our teachers eager to give all students the opportunity to build strong Understanding, Fluency, Problem-solving 

and Reasoning skills.  

 

Mindset matters! During the pupil free days we spent time examining and challenging our own beliefs as teachers 

of Mathematics. Here are 7 norms we all agree belong at the centre of our Maths classes: 

 

1. Everyone can learn maths to the highest level 
2. Mistakes are valuable 

3. Questions really are important 
4. Maths is about creativity and making sense 
5. Maths is connections and communicating 

6. Depth is much more important than speed 
7. Maths class is about learning not performing 

 

 

Miriam Prince 

Primary Learning Leader (PLL) 

 

HOUSE CAPTAIN NEWS… 

 

2020 Sports Captains 

 

This week the Year 6 Leaders were given the opportunity to give a speech in order to 

be elected Sports Captains for 2020. We congratulate the following students on being 

successful in these leadership roles. 

 

MONTSERRAT: Sofia Busfield and Toby Unwin 

ASSISI: Saffron Jenkinson and Hamish Muianga 

SUBIACO: Christy Davy and Paddy Hargreaves 

AMALFI: Heidi Dowling and Josh Castorina 
 

 
 



UNIFORM REMINDERS… 

 
Students are expected to wear the full school uniform neatly and with pride. Parents are asked to ensure 
their child is wearing a clean and correct school uniform at all times.  Substitutes are not acceptable. 
 
All uniform requirements and expectations can be found in the Parent Handbook – however please read 
below for some quick reminders: 
 

 Hair – hair is to be kept neat. Shoulder length and longer hair (on girls and boys) must be out 

of the child’s eyes, off their collar and away from their ears. 

 Hair ties, scrunchies, bows etc are to be only in school colours.  

 No jewellery to be worn with the exception of plain studs or sleeper earrings and a watch. 

 No nail polish 

 Uniform – to be neat and tidy – green socks with full black shoes only 

 

SCHOOL NOTICES… 

 
2021 – Prep Enrolment Interviews 

 
Interviews are currently being arranged for new families who have children expected to commence Prep in 2021.  If you 
have a sibling who is eligible to commence Prep in 2021, we should already have all your documentation. 
 
An interview for Prep 2021 sibling enrolment is not a requirement, however, if you wish to discuss anything regarding your 
child that will assist with their transition to school in 2021, please contact the office to arrange a convenient time for an 
interview. 
  
If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office. 

 
Finance News 

 
 
Term One fee statements will be emailed out to families next week. Should you wish to arrange automatic 
payments, please return the forms to the office as soon as possible. 
 
If you have any further queries, please contact us. 
 
Directors of the Dollar 
pferfinance@bne.catholic.edu.au 
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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (CA) NEWS… 

 

            
 

WIDER-COMMUNITY NEWS… 
 

  
 

 
 



 

  
 

 

  
 



 

Mount Alvernia College, Kedron is currently accepting enrolment applications for Year 7, 2023.  Closing date 

for applications is 8 February. 

 

Enrolment Application Forms are available from the website (www.mta.qld.edu.au) or by contacting the 

Enrolments Officer, Camilla Horn (enrolments@mta.qld.edu.au; ph 3632 8599). 

 

 

TO PUT A           ON YOUR DIAL… 
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